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About the Pilot Program
What is the pilot Renter Home Purchase Program?
The Renter Home Purchase Program (RHPP) is a pilot program from Aboriginal Housing Victoria that gives eligible renters the opportunity to buy the home they currently live in. This pilot program supports pathways towards Aboriginal home ownership, building long-term stability, creating intergenerational wealth, and strengthening community connection.

Why is AHV offering this program?
Through consultations with community, many AHV renters told us they would like the opportunity to buy their homes – homes where they’ve raised children, stayed close to community, and invested time and care. This pilot program responds to that feedback by offering a community-driven pathway into home ownership.
This pilot program is part of AHV’s commitment under Mana-na woorn-tyeen maar-takoort: Every Aboriginal Person Has a Home, the Victorian Aboriginal Housing and Homelessness Framework. Home ownership offers greater stability, generational wealth creation and long-term wellbeing for Aboriginal families.

Eligibility
Is my home eligible for purchase? 
Not all AHV properties will be eligible for sale. For your home to be eligible to purchase, the property must:
· Be owned by AHV
· Be on a separate legal title 
· Align with AHV’s Asset Management Plan 
Property eligibility will be determined by an internal AHV Assessment Panel. AHV reserves the right to sell or hold properties at its full discretion. 
Am I eligible to purchase my home?
Renter eligibility criteria is based on several factors.
To be eligible, renters must:
· Be an AHV renter who has lived in the property for at least three years
· Not currently own a home
· Have demonstrated good tenancy conduct
It is expected that all renters who apply will meet the above factors. However, if you are unsure or close to satisfying the above factors, we encourage you to still apply. 

What if I do not want to buy my home?
Participation in the RHPP is entirely voluntary. If you're not interested in purchasing your property, your tenancy will continue as usual. There is no obligation to apply, and choosing not to participate will not affect your current rental agreement or your relationship with AHV.
The pilot program is designed to offer an opportunity – not a requirement. It’s here for those who are ready and interested in home ownership, whilst respecting the choice of those who prefer to remain renters.
For those renters who submit an EOI application, there is no binding requirement or commitment to purchase until you have signed a contract of sale. You can withdraw at any time in the process prior to signing a contract of sale. 

Applying
How do I apply?
To apply, renters will need to complete and submit an Expression of Interest form during the application window.
Renters can:
1. Complete and submit the form online via the AHV website (available 5 January 2026), or
2. Download the application form and submit via email to homebuyer@ahvic.org.au, or
3. Download and print a hard copy to submit via post or in person to: Aboriginal Housing Victoria, Attn: Homebuyer Coordinator. 125-127 Scotchmer Street, North Fitzroy, 3068

EOI Submission Period 
You must submit your Expression of Interest form within the 6 month application period:
· Applications open: 9am Monday, 5 January 2026
· Applications close: 5pm Tuesday, 30 June 2026
A member of the AHV home ownership team will be in touch with applicants to confirm receipt of submission within 2-5 business days. Applications are assessed in order of submission.

Assessment & Notification
After you submit an EOI, AHV will begin the assessment period to understand both your property’s eligibility for sale and your eligibility as a renter. 
After this process is complete, you will be notified of your eligibility outcome. 

Next Steps
If you are eligible and wish to proceed, you can begin arranging finance to move forward with the purchase. 

Is this a one-time opportunity or will there be future rounds I can apply for?
This a pilot program. As it is a trial, there is no guarantee the program will continue beyond this round. 

How long does the process take?
From submitting your EOI to settlement, the process will likely take 4 to 6 months. 
Applications are processes in order of submission. Once AHV has completed the eligibility assessment, the team will notify you of your outcome. 
If both the property and renter are eligible, you can begin the next stage of home purchase such as securing relevant financing, complete inspections and finalising legal paperwork. Then there will be a period of final approvals and contract agreement before a settlement period begins. 
Settlement period is scheduled to last 90 days. 

Should I apply if I’ve had rental arrears in the past?
Yes, you can still be eligible if you have had arrears in the past and some applications will be considered if the renter has a small existing amount of arrears which can be paid off prior to sale. 
However, like all forms of debt, if you currently have arrears this may negatively impact your capacity to obtain a home loan, regardless of your eligibility for this program. 

Can I purchase the property with someone not listed on my rental agreement or in my household? 
Yes, co-purchasing will be considered by the Assessment Panel. For example, purchasing with a partner or family member who is not on the tenancy agreement. However, at least one applicant must be the primary renter living in the property and meet all eligibility criteria. The co-purchasers must be able to meet financial requirements, and the primary renter must retain at least a 25% share of title once the contract is drawn up. This 25% minimum title is to protect against the property being sold without a renter’s consent. Expressions of Interest must be submitted by the primary renter.

Purchase Price
Who decides how much my home will cost to buy?
AHV will determine the purchase price of all properties based on assessment of fair market valuation to comply with government requirements. 
The sale price offered to you will be based on a Valuer-General Victoria (VGV) valuation and an independent valuation commissioned by AHV.

Can my previous rent payments go towards the purchase of the property?
No. The amount of rent you’ve paid over the course of your tenancy does not count as a deposit, down payment or discount. The rent you have contributed is used to fund the operation, maintenance, and development of AHV properties.
AHV acknowledges that while renters may have lived in the property for many years, all property sales must follow a Victorian Government policy which requires sale at market value, without any type of discount.

Will AHV fix anything before I buy?
If essential or urgent maintenance is required, AHV will complete this work as part of our responsibility under the Residential Tenancy Act 1997 (Victoria).  
However, AHV will not undertake cosmetic renovations or minor upgrades prior to sale if requested by the buyer. Eligible renters will be buying the home ‘as-is’ and will receive a safety compliance report as part of the sale process.

Financing the Purchase
Will AHV help me obtain a mortgage?
No, AHV can assist renters to apply for a home loan with a lender of their choosing, however we cannot provide financial advice or commercial recommendations. 
As with any big investment, like purchasing a property, it is the responsibility of the buyer to determine whether home ownership is financially viable for you, as well as understanding your capacity to service the loan and ongoing costs of home ownership. 
To learn more about home ownership and supports available to Aboriginal Victorians, visit: www.aboriginalhomeownershiphub.org.au   

What supports are available?
Aboriginal Victorians looking to buy a home may be eligible for a range of financial supports including the Homes Victoria First Peoples Home Ownership Program grants, as well as low-deposit or low-interest loans through Indigenous Business Australia, or other Government supported shared equity programs.
For more information, visit the Aboriginal Home Ownership Hub for tools, resources and support services.
Should you have any further questions, please contact homebuyer@ahvic.org.au 

Can I use a shared equity loan or Government grant to purchase the home?
Yes. Eligible applicants can independently access other financial support products, like shared equity loans or Government grants, to assist them purchase the home.  

What if I can’t get a home loan?
You will need to purchase your property at the market value, meaning a home loan will likely be required unless you have large cash savings. If you're not able to secure the appropriate home loan financing in the sale period, unfortunately AHV cannot sell the property or make price concessions. If you cannot obtain finance and you do not purchase, your current rental agreement will remain unchanged. 
We encourage all renters to submit an EOI as this process can still be a great opportunity to prepare yourself for the future by understanding what’s required and building your readiness. 

What costs will I have as a homeowner?
As a homeowner, you will commonly be responsible for:
· Mortgage repayments
· Council rates and water bills
· Property insurance
· Maintenance and repairs
AHV will no longer maintain the home once it is sold.

What happens if I can’t keep up with mortgage payments?
If after you purchase your AHV property you being to experience financial hardship and cannot keep up with mortgage repayments, it is advisable that you contact your lender immediately. Many lenders offer hardship support. 
AHV does not take any responsibility for the post-purchase financial wellbeing of participants of this program. AHV strongly encourages all renters interested in buying to assess their long-term financial readiness before applying, and to seek professional advice where needed.
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